
These sizes are of the most common varieties (var.) and can vary based on variety type (*).  Light 
Requirements- Sun: more than 6 hrs, Part Shade: 3-6 hrs, Shade: less than 3 hrs of direst light. 

 

Small Shrubs 
(About 1-3 Feet Tall) 

Botanical Name Common Name 
Height 

(Ft) 
Light 

Requirements 
Evergreen (E)/ 
Deciduous(D) 

Fall Color 

Abies var. Fir 1-4* Sun E  

Azalea var. Evergreen Azalea 1-4* 
Part 

Shade/Shade 
E 

 
Buddleia davidii 
(Dwarf) 

Butterfly Bush 2-3 Sun D 
 

Buxus var. Boxwood 1-4* Sun or Shade* E 
 

Caryopteris var. Blue Mist Spirea 2-4* Sun D 
 

Clethra alnifolia 
(Dwarf) 

Summersweet 3 Sun or Shade D Yellow 

Cotoneaster 
apiculatus 

Cranberry 
Cotoneaster 

2-3 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
D Red/Purple 

Diervilla sessifolia Bush Honeysuckle 2-3 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
D 

 

Euonymous var. Euonymous 2-6* 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
E 

 

Forsythia var. (Dwarf) Forsythia 2-3 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
D Red 

Hydrangea var. 
(Dwarf) 

Hydrangea 1.5-3* Sun or Shade* D 
 

Ilex crenata (Dwarf) Japanese Holly 1-3* 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
E 

 

Itea virginica (Dwarf) Sweetspire 3 Sun or Shade D Red 

Kalmia latifolia (Dwarf) Mountain Laurel 3-4 
Part 

Shade/Shade 
E 

 

Picea var. (Dwarf) Dwarf Spruce 1-4* Sun E  

Pieris japonica (Dwarf) Andromeda 2-4* 
Part 

Shade/Shade 
E 

 

Pinus mugo Mugo Pine 1-4* Sun E  

Potentilla fruticosa Cinquefoil 2-4* Sun D 
 

Rhododendron var. 
(Dwarf) 

Dwarf 
Rhododendron 

1-3* 
Part 

Shade/Shade 
E 

 

Spirea var. Spirea 2-6* 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
D 

 

Thuja occidentalis 
(Dwarf) 

Arborvitae "Hetz 
Midget, Mr. 
Bowling Ball" 

2-4* 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
E 

 

Weigela florida 
(Dwarf) 

Weigela 1.5-3* 
Sun/Part 

Shade 
D 

 
  



These sizes are of the most common varieties (var.) and can vary based on variety type (*).  Light 
Requirements- Sun: more than 6 hrs, Part Shade: 3-6 hrs, Shade: less than 3 hrs of direst light. 

 

Ground Cover Shrubs 
Botanical Name 

Common 
Name 

Height 
(Ft) 

Width 
(Ft) 

Light 
Requirements 

Evergreen/ 
Deciduous 

Fall Color 

Arctostaphylos uva-
ursi 'Massachusetts' 

Bearberry 6-12" 2_4 Sun E 
 

Cornus canadensis Bunchberry <1 1 Part Shade D 
Red/ 

Purple 

Cotoneaster var. Cotoneaster 6-12"* 2-5* Sun/Part Shade D Red 

Deutzia gracilis Deutzia 1-2* 2-4* Sun/Part Shade D Red 

Euonymous var. 
Creeping 
Euonymous 

2-3* 3-5* Sun/Part Shade E  

Gaultheria 
procumbens 

Wintergreen 6” 3-4 Part Shade E  

Juniperus var. Juniper 1-2* 4-6* Sun/Part Shade E 
 

Microbiota 
decussata 

Russian 
Cypress 

1 10 Sun/Part Shade E 
Red/ 

Purple 
Rhus aromatica 
'Gro-Low' 

Gro-Low 
Sumac 

2 6_8 Sun D 
Red/ 

Orange 
Stephanandra 
incisa  

Cutleaf 
Stephanandra 

2 4 Sun/Part Shade D 
Orange/ 
Yellow 

Vaccinium 
angustifolium 

Low Bush 
Blueberry 

1 2 Sun/Part Shade D Red 

Vaccinium 
macrocarpon 

American 
Cranberry 

4” 3-4 Sun/Part Shade E R 


