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ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
Calamagrostis acutifolia

FEATHER REED GRASS

One of the best medium-sized grasses. Easily grown in full sun and ordinary soil. 3’-5’ tall. Flowers are erect and turn straw-colored, persisting until late winter. Varieties:

     ‘Brachytricha’--clumping green foliage to 3’. Showy   

     pink-to-wheat colored spikes in late summer.

     ‘Karl Foerster’--early to leaf and flower. Strong vertical 

     accent. 4’-5’. Tolerates heavy soils if kept moist. 

     Good winter appearance.

     ‘Overdam’--attractive variegated foliage to 4’. 

     Showy pink flower in early summer.

     ‘Stricta’--upright habit. 4’ tall. Tolerates heavy soils.

Chasmanthium latifolium

NORTHERN SEA OATS

Sturdy upright to 3’. Showy broad, flat flowers in late   summer; bamboo-like foliage with coppery winter color. Tolerates shady, damp locations but best in sun.

Deschampsia caespitosa

TUFTED HAIR GRASS

Dark green semi-evergreen foliage with 24”-30” loose, airy panicles. Interesting in fall and winter. Grows best in rich, moist soil in light shade. Varieties:

     ‘Bronzeschleier’--bronze-yellow inflorescence with long graceful stems to 3’.

     ‘Goldschleier’--large gold/yellow flowers, open in June, last through fall. Good for cutting. Shade tolerant. 

Elymus arenarius ‘Glaucus’ 

BLUE LYME GRASS, EUROPEAN BLUE DUNE GRASS

Blue foliage grass which grows 1’-3’ tall. Grown for its foliage rather than flowers.  Prefers full sun or light shade. Drought tolerant. In moist, fertile soils, it can be invasive.

Helictotrichon sempervirens

BLUE OAT GRASS

Clumping 18”-24” blue foliage with golden, wheat colored flowers 1’-2’ above the leaves in summer. Good accent plant. Does best in well-drained soil in full sun. Variety: 

      ‘Sapphire’--wider leaf blades and excellent blue color.

Miscanthus sinensis

MAIDEN GRASS or JAPANESE SILVER GRASS

Showy ornamental grasses with large,persistent whisk-like tassels. Bloom July through October and remain handsome into winter. Best in fullsun with rich, moist soil. Varieties:

      ‘Adagio’--compact grower to 2’.   Silvery grey foliage topped by pink flowers that age to white.  Red fall color.

     ‘Dixieland’--3’-4’ compact variety of ‘Variegatus’ with colorful wide green leaves with white stripes.

     ‘Yaku Jima’--dwarf form  2’-3’. Striking flowers emerging pink in Sept., fading to golden brown.
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ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
Panicum virgatum 

SWITCH GRASS

A native prairie grass of North America. Adaptable, tolerates a wide range of soil conditions. Does best in moist, fertile soil in full sun, but can tolerate some light shade. Flowers held 1’-2’ above foliage, airy and showy. Varieties:

     ‘Cloud Nine’--6’ tall with blue foliage

     ‘Haense Hermes’--3’-4’tall. Good red fall color

     ‘Heavy Metal’--3’-4’ Metallic blue upright foliage. Yellow fall color.

     ‘Prairie Skies’--3’-4’ Intense blue foliage.

     ‘Rostrahlbusch’--3’-4’ Striking red fall foliage.

     ‘Shenandoah’--3’ high. Red flowers, best red fall color.

Pennisetum alopecuroides 

FOUNTAIN GRASS

Fountain grass has attractive glossy, bright green foliage. The leaves fade to yellow and then cream in the fall. Foxtail-like tassels appear in July and persist through fall and winter. Prefers a moist, well drained soil, but it is very tolerant of most soil conditions. Varieties:

     ‘Cassian’--12” foliage with 24” flower stems. Bright golden fall color.

     ‘Hameln’--dwarf form growing to 24”-30”.

     ‘Moudry’--a later blooming variety with dark brown or black tassels that reach to 24”-36”.

Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’

RED FOUNTAIN GRASS

Stunning 2’-3’ maroon foliage with long blooming red/purple plumes in June/July. Not Hardy! Treat as an annual. Attractive container specimen. Can be over-wintered inside.

Phalaris arundinacea var. picta

RIBBON GRASS, GARDENER’S GARTERS

A vigorous, spreading grass with white variegation.  Soft, white flower spikes in summer, held 12”-18” above foliage, eventually turn to light brown.  Ribbon grass prefers moist soil, and can grow in shallow water. Does best in light shade; the foliage may burn in hot sun. It can be invasive. A good ground cover for dry, difficult sites. Varieties:

     ‘Feecey’s Form’ (Strawberries and Cream)--New foliage is blushed with pink, making an unusual and striking green, white and pink variegation. Showy flowers 18”-30”.

     ‘Luteo-Picta’ (Golden Ribbon Grass)--pale yellow/gold variagation replaces standard white coloration. A somewhat less vigorous spreader than species.

