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ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
Acorus gramineus ‘Variegata’ 

VARIEGATED JAPANESE SWEET FLAG

Acorus is not a true grass, but a member of the philodendron family and it is especially useful in wet, shady locations. This cultivar has fragrant, cream and green variegated foliage which grows 1/8” to 1/4” wide and 6” to 12” tall. Plant along streams or around pond edges. Zone 6.

Alopecurus pratensis ‘Aureovariegatus’

YELLOW FOXTAIL GRASS

Bright yellow stripes on light green leaves.  This slow-spreading grass grows 16” tall and produces cylindrical flower spikes in early summer. A cool-season grass which combines well with spring bulbs. Requires evenly moist soil and full sun.

Carex glauca (also known as C. flacca)

BLUE SEDGE

A slowly creeping rhizomatous grass with blue-gray foliage that seldom exceeds six inches in height. Blue sedge grows best in a moist soil in full sun, but will adapt to less than ideal conditions.  Good ground cover and filler.  To rejuvenate untidy plantings, cut back foliage to 2” or 3” above the crown.

Carex morrowii ‘Variegata’

VARIEGATED JAPANESE SEDGE

Mostly green leaves with narrow silver edges. 15”-18”. Attractive evergreen through winter. Excellent choice for shaded locations. Drought tolerant once established.

Deschampsia ‘Northern Lights’

TUFTED HAIR GRASS

A short, mounding grass with a delicate, hair-like texture. Striking pink white and green foliage, 12”-18” tall. Excellent silvery blooms throughout summer, remaining attractive until late winter. Best in light shade in moist conditions.

Festuca ovina glauca

(also known as F. cinerea and F. arvernensis)

Blue fescue is a clumping, cool-season grass with attractive blue-gray foliage. Prefers moist, well-drained soils in full sun. Heat and drought may slow growth. Blue fescue makes an interesting specimen, groundcover or rock garden accent. 

Varieties:

     ‘Elijah Blue’--Grows to 8”. 

     Good blue coloration.

     ‘Blue Fox’--Compact grower, 6”-8”. Steel Blue. 

Festuca amethystina ‘Superba’

8” to10”. Very fine blue foliage with 12” pointed tassels.

Hakonechloa macra ‘Aureola’

A delicate, cascading, bamboo-like grass for the shade, with bright yellow foliage.  Grows up to 24 inches and spreads slowly. Prefers moist, well-drained soil with light shade. Foliage tends to burn in hot sun.
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Imperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’

JAPANESE BLOOD GRASS

12”-18” vertical leaves are green at the base and crimson at the top. By fall, the whole plant is blood-red and, once dormant, its color fades to copper. ‘Red Baron’ does not produce flowers. Prefers moist soil in full sun. Will tolerate some shade, but the red color will be less intense. Good as a  specimen in a pot or planted in groups.   

Holcus mollis ‘Albovariegatus’

VARIEGATED VELVET GRASS

Spreading, mat-forming 8” evergreen grass with near white variegation. Purplish white flower spikes in summer. Prefers light, sandy soil in full sun or light shade.  Useful as a ground cover or edging.

Koeleria glauca

BLUE HAIR GRASS

8”-12” compact mounds of blue-gray foliage. Showy blue-green flowers in June which grow 8”-12” above the foliage and fade to a golden brown. Prefers a sunny, well-drained site. Excellent as a pot specimen or in rock gardens.

Liriope muscari and spicata

LILY TURF

Evergreen grass-like foliage, effective for edging or groundcover. Liriope is a member of the Lily family and has profuse    flowers. Tolerates dry, shady conditions. Varieties:

     m. ‘Big Blue’--8”-10”, Violet/blue flowers

     m. ‘Monroe White’--18” White flowers.

      s. ‘Silver Dragon’--10”-12” Silvery variegated foliage, Lavender flowers.

Molinia caerulea ‘Variegata’

VARIEGATED PURPLE MOOR GRASS

6”-8” tufts of cream and green variegated foliage with 12”-15” purple tassels that fade to brown.  Prefers moist, acid soil in full sun or part-shade.  Attractive accent or edging plant. 

Ophiopogon japonicus 

MONDO GRASS

This 6” grass-like plant (also a member of the Lily family) is good as a ground cover under trees in either sun or shade.  It may do better with some shade in hot, dry conditions.      ‘Silver Mist’--A variegated form with lavender flowers.

Ophiopogon planiscapus ‘Ebony Knight’

BLACK MONDO GRASS

Striking black foliage and purple flowers.

Pennisetum alopecuroides 

FOUNTAIN GRASS

Fountain grass is very adaptable, tolerating drought and some shade, but it prefers a moist, well-drained soil in full sun.  

     ‘Little Bunny’--A dwarf variety which grows about 12”. The flowers are like soft, brown foxtails.

     ‘Little Honey’--Dwarf with strong silver variegation.

