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HOSTA
Family: Liliaceae
       

Hostas are undoubtedly the most reliable and rewarding foliage plant family in current popularity. Cold-hardy and easy to grow, they are indispensable plants for the shady garden. Grown for the variety and pattern of their leaves, hostas contribute all-season interest to any shaded area. Some also do well in the sun if in moist, deep soil, and many are very suitable to a morning or partial sun situation. Their flowers brighten up the summer border.


Green hostas will tolerate a sunny location better than blue or variegated varietites, and blues are best for deep shade.


Foliage textures vary widely—glossy, rippled, puckered, heavily-veined and ridged. Foliage colors are available in shades of green, yellow and blue. Some are variegated with cream, gold or white patterns and edges.  Plant heights range from tiny 2” green gems to stunning 4’ plants.  Hostas can play many roles in the home landscape: groundcover, accent plant, edger and screen.  

In addition to providing outstanding foliage interest, hostas are also grown for their flowers. Hosta flowers are white or lavender and, depending on the variety, appear as early as June or as late as October. Many of the varieties and cultivars of Hosta plantaginea are fragrant.  ‘Aphrodite’ has a fragrant, double white flower.

Blue-green and glaucous foliage are found in the cultivars of H. tokudama and H. sieboldiana. H. sieboldiana  ‘ Elegans’, a large blue-green variety, and H. sieboldiana  ‘Francis Williams’, a stunning blue-green cultivar with creamy gold edges, are two outstanding and reliable choices for any garden. Equally popular are ‘Kabitan’, ‘Vera Verde’, ‘Ginko Craig’, and many others with small and elegant leaf form.


Depending on variety, hostas may be clumping or spreading. They prefer moist, rich organic soil and light shade, but well established plants can grow in deep shade and tolerate competition from tree roots. Although they can grow in wet locations, hostas will not do well if the site remains wet during the winter season.


Hostas are very easy to grow and propagate. Give them an application of a balanced fertilizer in the spring as the shoots emerge, and a second feeding in 

mid-summer. Propagation is by division. Slugs are the only serious pest of hostas.

