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Clematis Planting & Care  

Soil Requirements


Clematis likes a moist, fertile, well-drained soil with a neutral to slightly alkaline pH.  

Planting


Plant clematis at least 2 feet apart. When preparing the hole add well-rotted compost or composted cow manure and, before planting, prune the stalk back to six to twelve inches from the ground.  Set the crown two to four inches below the soil surface. An application of ‘fertilome,’ ‘Roots’ or fish emulsion may help reduce transplant shock.

Site Requirements


Clematis can take full sun but often thrive in afternoon shade. They need to have cool, moist roots. Mulch the base of the plant with a thick layer of inorganic mulch or stone. Or shade the roots by underplanting with a groundcover that is not a heavy feeder. Clematis do not like wet feet in winter and should not be planted in a windy site.

Watering & Feeding Clematis


Clematis likes a moist soil — about 1” water a week.


An application of compost or well-rotted cow manure in the spring will usually suffice, but the plant may also be given a light feeding of water-soluble fertilizer once or twice a month during the growing season.


When the above requirements are satisfied your plant should be well established in 3-5 years.

Pruning
The blooming time of a clematis determines when and how it should be pruned. 


A
Clematis that flower once in the spring on old wood only need to be pruned in order to be kept tidy. Prune immediately after the flowering period so that new growth will have time to set next year’s buds. Varieties include 

C. montana,  C.alpha, C. macropetala cultivars.


B
Large-flowering hybrids that bloom before the end of June on previous seasons growth, and then again on new wood in September.  Prune these varieties lightly in the early spring to remove dead and weak stems.   Varieties include H.F. Young and Miss Bateman.


C
Clematis that flower on new wood starting in mid-June and continuing into the fall.  Easy! Since old wood does not bear flowers there is no reason to keep it.  Cut the plant back in early spring to a height of 12” to 18”, just above a pair of healthy buds.  Varieties include: Sweet Autumn Clematis, C. viticella, Jackmanii, Etoile Violette 

and Comtesse de Bouchard.

Clematis Planting & Care  

DON’T PANIC IF YOUR CLEMATIS WILTS


Please be careful transporting and transplanting your new clematis. These plants have very fragile stems which can easily be damaged. When stressed or when stems are damaged, clematis are susceptible to a disease known as clematis wilt.  The disease starts at the tip and may affect part or all of the leaves and stem, but does not affect the root system. Should your plant wilt, simply remove and destroy all the affected stems.  DON’T DIG IT UP!! The plant will almost certainly come back from the roots, even though it may not break dormancy again until the following year.


To minimize stress and improve chances for success, plant the crown of the plant 2-4” BELOW the surface of the soil, mulch the root zone, and keep the plants moist and regularly fertilized.


For these reasons we regret we are not able to offer replacements for clematis which suffer from wilt.

